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About us

The Cherie Blair
strengthens the capacity of women entrepreneurs

Women

Foundation for

in countries where they lack equal opportunities so
they can grow their businesses and become
greater contributors to their economies. In
offering better access to business development
support, technology, networks and finance, the
Foundation helps women entrepreneurs fill the
gap in the economy commonly referred to as the
‘missing middle’ — small and medium enterprises.

The Foundation supports women who are ready to
take the next step towards becoming successful
entrepreneurs or who are already running small
businesses but are struggling to grow.

We work in partnership with local organisations
to develop joint projects where they can make
the biggest difference and where there is clear
potential for women in business to become self-
sustaining in the long term. We aim to create a
global community of women entrepreneurs by
encouraging those who have already succeeded
to share their experience with others and in turn
help more women to expand their businesses.

"Women and girls are one of the
world’s greatest untapped resources
and a terrific return on investment.”

- Hillary Clinton

Why women matter

Giving women the chance to fully contribute to
their economies, to make the most of their talents,
is the key to higher living standards and stronger
economies. Research by the OECD shows that
women tend to invest go% of their income back
into their families, so their success is critical to the

ability of their children to escape poverty too.
And yet,
women find it harder to obtain investment

Whatever our gender, we all gain.

grants or purchase land and they find it difficult
to get good advice or commercial support. The
Foundation is a response to these challenges.

Support us

The Foundation relies on your generous donation to develop and continue our programmes. With your

help, we can provide the resources, skills and support needed for women to reach the next level — and in

doing so benefit not just women entrepreneurs, but their children, families and communities at large.

Donate online: www.bmycharity.com/cbfw

US taxpayers can make tax deductible donations online to CAFAmerica, a safe and secure way to give

globally. For more information, contact us: enquiries@cherieblairfoundation.org

Thank you for your support.
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Examples of our ongoing projects
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Middle East

In partnership with the Business Women’s
Forum, the Foundation has opened a business
development centre for women in Ramallah,
Palestine. The centre serves as a one stop shop
where women entrepreneurs can take their
business ideas and convert them into real start-
ups, as well as receive advice on scaling up small
businesses.

Access to business development services will help

more women to develop existing businesses into
small and medium size companies, and improve
both income and employment opportunities for
women in the region.

Western Galilee College and the Foundation are
supporting 22 Arab and Jewish women through a
comprehensive higher education programme
aimed at developing entrepreneurial skills and
contributing to socio-economic opportunities for

women in Northern Israel.

In Nablus, Palestine, the Foundation is working
with Tomorrow’s Youth Organization to support
the development of women’s businesses. This
initiative craftswomen and

brings together

university graduates to develop sustainable
enterprises and generate income, in turn enabling
them to build a healthier and more secure future

for their families and communities.

As a next step, the Foundation is working on
developing a business support programme for
women entrepreneurs in Lebanon.

South Asia

The Foundation hosted its first Women Mean
Business Conference in December 2009 in
Mumbai. This one-day event saw over 350
participants and 36 high profile speakers attend
from across India to discuss challenges and
opportunities for women entrepreneurs. More
than 150 firm commitments were made to foster
women entrepreneurship in India. Plans are now
underway for our 2010 conference, where we will
follow up on 2009 commitments. As part of the
Foundation’s commitment, we will be launching a
project in India to support women entrepreneurs.
For more information: www.cbfwconference.org

East Africa
Together with SolarAid and the Loomba Trust,
the Foundation is assisting women in Malawi and

Kenya to develop small businesses selling solar
power products, enabling them to gain an
independent income.

Our new project in partnership with CARE will

work towards sustainable economic

empowerment for women entrepreneurs in

Kenya. Our goal is to improve the business
capacity of 4,000 women micro entrepreneurs in a
sustainable manner, with the ultimate goal of
growing these micro businesses into small
enterprises. This pilot project will address the
issues of physical proximity with financial service
providers and help overcome barriers that prevent

women'’s businesses from scaling up.

Contact us

If you would like to find out more about our work or would like to contribute to the Foundation, contact us

at enquiries@cherieblairfoundation.org or visit www.cherieblairfoundation.org
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